Ultrastructural and biosynthetic characteristics of epidermal cells in patients with psoriasis treated with antiproliferative drugs.
Biopsy specimens from patients with psoriasis treated with antiproliferative drugs (methotrexate, etretinate) were analyzed. Acanthosis and papillomatosis of the epidermis and inflammatory reaction of the derma decreased. A tendency to normalization of epidermocyte ultrastructure with regeneration of tonofilaments and normal keratinization was noted. An important role in the morphogenesis of this process belongs to interrelationships of two competitive types of biosynthesis, DNA and RNA synthesis, providing epidermocyte proliferation and intracellular regeneration, respectively. Structural and functional composition optimal for the epidermis is formed under conditions of complex treatment with antiproliferative drugs combined with photochemotherapy.